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Coiinli y Teacher and Itinerant Minister 

By Berlin B. Chapman 

T N Appalachia, as in most of America, ministers of the i 
operating from villages exercised great influence on populace 

experience and service. They were 
seldom scribes of ,t. Those who pursue history of 
S Will be indebted to Rev. Addison 
typical Methodist Episcopal preacher who 

a minute record from 1895-1920. ner wno 


,1 hut few kept full records of 
JtxTs of the word 
minion tn West Virginia alway 
McLaughlin Grimes, a 
kept 

Grimes was licensed to preach at Fairview Methodist Church 
“> Webs,cr bounty. He served fifteen charges. He listed dates, ad- 
drcw>. names and dates of those whose marriage service he per- 
’ mu-d Of those whose funerals he held, he cited text of scripture 
wd He delivered sermons, recording for same the date, text, sub- 
vc\ place and remarks. Moreover, he continued the record after 
retirement, and on his 100th birthday delivered a sermon in Fair- 
mont 

Grimes' record is a valuable case study. To know well how 
h- pc rated at the turn of the twentieth century is to know much 
vcr '*cc'> i’f his colleagues in related denominations. Hence it 
c.< important to study the ministerial record, but to know 
® i *h 4K ui the man who kept it. 

H * K rr in Webster County, July 4, 1863, an event coin- 
'*—* *ith the fourth and final day of the Battle of Gettysburg. He 
" ' > - rur d school* m terms of about four months. On July 21, 
*'-*• F S Coulter h.ipii/cd (irinics by sprinkling. In 1882- 

v * ihr seminary later known as West Virginia Wesleyan 

Al»ay* j student, he largel) was self-educated He be- 
**"*4 t il ihr secret uf scholarship 1 * serious and prolonged self- 
Hi livi he hrid a tether's certificate* "Grade No One, 
t -I • Wet>stcr County* hav.d on written exanuna- 

*** Mt ^ trf^ (J | , n the count). cash term being 

^ iji |g8(t he kept ItW several jeats careful 
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Vrimes 


'■ *“<"»°n. , nd hZZtTteHS** $PrinSS ' ° fficia ">' known 

«* .hK man. ^ 'nt ” McLau * hli "- Crimea was 

, ; h ; p , ‘'' * * 15 .X 'in " ,r> ‘* 83 - i,nd insisted of 

™ZV'« «**<■ «■*» rrx™ wr °" : ••• vhw 

- ,. ntl - u ■ will, a »| C p „ f hi " f nk " " as wonderful to 

P » prim a of the 

°*»*i i ... 

' *»'I* *- r» ” birthday, in IKK i 1 * .. ° nous ty inverted on 

'«rtm . j ,t " Ykinity „f i ,cn > Ci,r ' toter he was 

i*i , ji.., ! * i1 ' 4 chart.'f U ''^'thocIhM Church, an 

4lkJ in * u WRthcr IVulu*.; 

** 11 WKrifHj he kApatcattQB W4v vp- 
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A. M. Grimes 


Mil- w.is n grout liny fur bulb old and 
, crowd ever lo assemble ai the church 
,inite a distance in sleds, wagons, buggies, on 
.‘n fool. Vim talk about food, t' 

[Vdicalion was on one ot the most beautiful 
Wh> the cnlhusiasm? Because the goexi | 
h ‘.,j vomclhing to look forward lo. No lad of 
forfotien that day. 

In listing young men who went out from the chur< 
Miller said: "First was A. M. Grimes who at the 3rd i 
ference in May. 1895, was licensed to preach.” The n 
u-ars is best rend in the table of figures he kept. On 
he wrote: "I am sorry in my heart that results are sc 
humiliating these meager results! But for all this I 
•ito judgment. The Blood! The Blood! Is all my pi 


young, ft 
People came 
t h ~ ’ ™ horseback and 
Huy ccrtamly hud it that 
’ -I autumn days \ 
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— len would ever 
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„], « man throughout ail eternity. Friday, October ,, 
lh lyler County, West Virginia.” 4 * 19 2l, 


jitfatr 11 . Tyler County, West Virginia." * er 14, 1921, 

filin' 1 ■ ’ 

retirement of more than 40 years. Grimes would 
. ltv serve the ministry. He had not finished hi* course h S ° me 

.M ■» l,ad f ° U *! ,t “ good "«»'• »>« he had kept’ 
in ,hmeMC of religion meager r«ult»" always had a place wh 

" Lord *» « rlh Hc *P ake ° f highways and hedges of 
L .heep. ond of Po«iW' attainment when “two or three" of „T, 
flower. were gathered together. Certainly, no Methodist Con- 
i.rcfKV would contend that the best ministerial service is always ner 
l^rmcd in the largest churches. ys P cr ‘ 


TV circuit rider, like the country doctor, was devoted to his 
vrve. almost to companionship. Grimes, equipped with saddlebags 
,,j leggings, was photographed on "Mat,” his favorite mount, April 
1903 He wrote: “ ‘Mat’ and I starting from Fayetteville to make 
.jt appointments at Cirtsville and Bethel, a distance of 20 to 25 
Oh. the mud to Oak Hill.” He noted "the beautiful, sunshiny 
morning .* 


In 1911. Grimes and Miss America M. Miller were married 
ind they became parents of children, Abraham, Sarah and Mary. 
Mi-, m trricd Regis D. Connell, and it was with Connells in Fair- 
- -• Grimes made his home after the death of his wife. 


o- June H, 1962, the annual Methodist Conference was in ses- 
» r i• Buc khan non. “The Informant,” official publication, reported: 

s hifhiijht uf each annual conference session is the Retired 
s' - R »> , .•*( and the selection of a retired minister to be 

: - 1 - <4 the ( inference ( anc. The cane has been 

■i-v- . retirrj mimsters since IHV7, It usually is awarded to 

v ^ it r-K mir.f ier or the minister with the greatest number of 
xar» at service 

' Rr» Add-on M Grimes, present cane-holder, is past 
' ' <|( Hr enfoyt good health v*nd plans to go right 

• .i , n .ft In the acceptance speech, when presented 

(ifimri %f* kr wuh vigor and enthusiasm. It was 
*r g : in w< Mttw the years and visualize circuit riders 
i Me m ii the frontier srttlrmenis Ot 

*«• **i MrrludMi hren 1 

* K mu- a centenarian the Fairmont press hailed 

' Nr utn. atvd family and friends celebrated the ocj 

»« l * *,.• Irpufur. M l am proud of the cane but, of 
I a -»t r*<4 a lie *UU d a hit of phJkwopbjf \lw«ys he 
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„ profitably employed. Idleness is the devil’s workshop. „ 

TSunlppy or down in .he dumps, jus. do something „ ice 
you will feel a whole lot heller. V 

under date of July 4. 1963, Grimes wrote: “My 100th bi„h dav 
Preached at Diamond Street Church to a full house (252J. 'Seek y, 
the lord while He may be found (Isaiah 55:6).’ Never had fi ner 
freedom and liberty in speech. To Cod be all the glory." I n Ju]y 
Grimes delivered four sermons. 

During the centennial year of West Virginia, 1963, a special 
program was held at Fairview Methodist Church at which the histor 
cf the institution was reviewed. Grimes participated in the program* 

\ F Gregory reported: "More than 100 people were on the ground 
made up of both present and former residents of the community and 
ranging in age from 100 to mere babes in arms.*' “The We'bste 
Echo” on September 25. 1963, carried a photo of charter member 
rrcscnr They were Crimes. Mrs. Nancy H. Hamrick and Calvin 

H Brady Crimes wrote: "It was a great experience to be present a, 
homecoming, not soon to be forgotten.*' F “ 

, ' )r J U ~ *' l964 ’ h0 scnl Methodist Conference a message- "I 

appreciate the great honor of having the can,. ru , , . , g 1 

'rturn it f„ someone else to cniov " H H a i V and gladl > 
btferc hn 101 birthday W ‘ H dled Junc 15 > or >9 davs 
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You need your money 
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Jf we both get ours 
It will sure be fine. 
But if you get yours 
And hold mine too, 
What in the world 
Am I going to do? 

Think it over. 


J. SHINABERRY 
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In the course of events Frederick was the first to die 
and that too far away from his mountain home under 
sadly peculiar circumstances. John R. Flemmens call¬ 
ed at John Barlow's to pass the night. Mr Barlow had 

heard of Frederick's death, but did not wish any one 

to say any thing about it before morning. But one of 
the boys came in before his father could repress him 
and said: “Mr Flemmens, do you know that Fred in 

dead ?" 

“Is it possible, Mr Barlow, have you hoard that my 
boy is dead ?" 

“Yes," replied Mr Barlow, “I am sorry to say it is 
even so." 

In an instant the bereaved father seemed to be 
frenzied by his grief. He caught up his three horses 
and started for home in the night. As he slowly as 
cended the mountain path his agonized cries could be 
heard for miles: “O Freddy, my dear son; your poor 
old father will never see you again. O Freddy, my 
son, my son !" 

While on a visit to Ohio, Mr Flemmens died there. 

Mrs Flemmens and her daughter Elizabeth spent 
their last years in the vicinity of Buckeye. They spun 
and wove ond industriously earned a living as long a9 
their willing hands coaid retain their cunning, and had 
the respectful esteem of all their neighbors. 


AARON MOORE 

Aaron Moore, one of the older eons of Moses Moore 
the pioneer, hunter, and scout, after his marriage with 
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Catherine Johnson, daughter of John Johnson, first 
lived near Frost; but the greater part of his life he 
dwelt on the west bank of the Greenbrier, four miles 
above Marl inton, where he had settled in the w’oods. 

John Johnson, the ancestor of the Johnson relation¬ 
ship, and the pioneer of West Marlinton, whose log 
cabin stood several hundred yards below the bridge, 
near a large walnut tree, heard that corn had matured 
in Nicholas. He set out to bring in some of the Nich¬ 
olas corn for seed, and lost his way in Black Mountain 
and was bewildered for nine days, having nothing to 
eat most of the time. In his desperation he tried a mor¬ 
sel of garter snake, but he could not swallow it, and 
he concluded he would rather die than “eat such eat¬ 
ings as that." Upon coming to a house he was just 
able to move, and scarcely able to talk enough to make 
the mistress of the place understand what had happen¬ 
ed. She at once proceeded to prepare a bountiful 
meal, thinking a man as hungry as he was would never 
know when to quit. In the meantime the proprietor 
came in and countermanded all this preparation, and 
directed a little thin mush to be boiled and a little 
skimmed milk be brought from the spring house. He 
prepared a saucer of mush and milk and gave the fam¬ 
ished stranger one spoonful, and then waited for re¬ 
sults. In a few minutes there was a violent emetic 
disturbance, ann it looked as if he was about to turn 
inside out. When this subsided, a little more of the 
mixture was given, with more favorable results, and in 
a few hours the pangs of hunger were somewhat ap¬ 
peased. Nourishment was carefully dosed out for 
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some days, and he finally made the trip, bringing the 
corn, which planted one of the first crops ever produc¬ 
ed in the vicinity of Marlinton. 

By arduous industry and judicious economy Mr and 
Mrs Moore built up a prosperous home. Their sons 

were John, James, Samuel, Thomas, Andrew Jackson, 

Henry, William Daniel, and George Claiborne; and 
the daughters were Mary, Elizabeth, Catherine, Eliza, 
and Melinda—:eight sons and five daughters. 

John Moore married Jane, daughter of Colonel John 
Baxter, and settled in the woods uear Marlinton. 
Their children were Aaron, William, Theodore, Wash¬ 
ington, and one daughter, Catherine, now Mrs Thomas 
Auldridge, near Indian Draft. 

James Moore married Anne McNeill daughter of the 

late Squire John McNeill, on Dry Branch of Swage.>, 

and settled in the woods near Marlinton, on property 
now owned by John R. Moore. Their children were 
John Register, Frances, Rachel, George, Henry, Nel¬ 
son, and Naomi. John Register lives on the home¬ 
stead. His wife was Mary Baxter, daughter of the late 
William Baxter, near Ed ray. 

Samuel Moore married Nancy Beale, and settled on 
the summit of Marlin Mountain, in the unbroken forest 
and killed ten rattlesnakes on the first acre cleared 
about his cabin. Their children were Lucas, Martha, 
Catherine, Margaret, Jennie, William Thomas, Anise, 
George, Kenney, Rachel, and Melinda—eight daugh¬ 
ters and four sons. Mrs Moore was a daughter of 
Thomas Beale, who came from Maryland soon after 
the war of 1812. He claimed to have been a sailor in 
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early life, and was one of the defenders of Baltimore, 

and saw the engagement immortalized by the “Star 
Spangled Banner.*' The farm opened up by Samuel 
Moore is visible from so many points that a lady from 
Florida called it a revolving farm. 

William D. Moore settled on Elk Mountain in the 
woods. He was married three times. His first wife 
was Rebecca Sharp; her children were Matthias, 
Charles L., Elizabeth, Mary, Jacob, and Nancy. The 
second wife was Mary Ann Auldridge, daughter of 
Thomas Auldrige, Senior. Her one child was Mary 
Ann Moore. The third wife was Hannah Beverage. 
Her children were Amanda, now Mrs S. D. Hannah, 
on Elk; Susan, now Mrs John Gibson, near Mary's 
Chapel; Effie, now Mrs A. P. Gay, near (lover Lick; 
Etta, Joseph, and Ellis. 

Thomas Moore, a noted rail splitter and fence build¬ 
er, never married. He opened up a nice farm on 
Back Alleghany, where he now resides. 

Andrew Jackson Moore was married twice. First 
wife was Abigail McLaughlin, daughter of the late 
Major Daniel McLaughlin, near Greenbank. Her 
children were Ernest and Anise, now Mrs D. Hevner, 
on Back Alleghany. The second wife was Rachel, 
daughter of the late Charles Grimes, near Frost. Her 
children were Virginia, now Mrs Silva, on Stamping 
Creek, Forest, Samuel, Thomas, and Elmer. 

A. J. Moore settled in the woods on Back Allegha¬ 
ny, and opened up a fine farm. 

•Henry Moore married Elizabeth Auldridge, and set¬ 
tled in the woods near Driftwood, and opened up two 
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nice farms. Their only son, Andrew Moore, lives at 
the homestead. 

George C. Moore married Rachel Duncan on Stony 
Creek. Her father, Henry Duncan, came from Rock¬ 
bridge, and was one of the carpenters that worked on 
the court house at Huntersville. Mr Moore lives on 
the 4 4 Young Place, ” on Stony Creek. 

Elizabeth Moore became Mrs William Auldridge. 
These persons settled in the woods near Indian Draft. 
Their children were Hanson, Melinda, and Eliza. 
Eliza died not long since. Hanson and Melinda are 
living on the nice homestead opened up by their wor¬ 
thy parents. 

Catherine Moore was married to John Burr, and 
they settled in Burrs Valley, where she is now living. 

Eliza Moore became Mrs Price McComb, and they 
settled in the woods on Cummings Creek, densely cov¬ 
ered with white pine, and opened up virtually several 
nice farms. Their children were Nancy, Charles, 
George, Wyllis, Andrew Beckley, Henry on the home¬ 
stead; and Alice, now Mrs George Wagner, at Hun¬ 
tersville. 

Melinda Moore was the second wife of the late Cap¬ 
tain William Cochran, on Stony Creek. Her children 
are William Cochran, on the homestead; and Catherine 
Jane, now Mrs Giles Sharp, near Verdant Valley. 
Her second marriage was with Joseph Barlow, who 
lives on the Cochran homestead. 

It is instructive to reflect ou the memoirs of such a 
relationship, so largely composed of patient, indus¬ 
trious people, accomplishing what they have done in 
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developing our county. Nine members of this family 
settled in the woods, and by their efforts more than a 

thousand acres of wilderness land has been made to re¬ 
joice and blossom as the rose. 

Mary died in early womanhood, regarded by her 
sisters as their special favorite. Two, while not set¬ 
tling in the woods, have shown by their industry and 
enterprise how to make the best of more favorable op¬ 
portunities, and improved what came into their hands 
already opened up and improved. 

It is not easy to appreciate wdiat it cost—weary toil, 
wear and tear of muscle and bodily vigor—to achieve 
what they have. Nevertheless,* the oldest people tell 
us that there was more real contentment and satisfac¬ 
tion and enjoyment in life then than now; for there was 
a felt community of interest, and harmonious help and 
truly sympathetic endeavor, that seemed to have a 
charm not apparent now. Then it seemed a genuine 
pleasure to show favors and render assistance, but now 
pay seems to be expected for most everything that may 
be done in the way of helpful’ service. 

Like most of the persons of his time, Aaron Moore 
was a successful hunter and made it profitable. One 
of his memorable adventures occurred while on his way 
to search for the body of his neighbor, James Twvman 
who was drowned in Thorny Creek, January 17, 1834, 
and was not found until January 19. Mr Moore lived 
on the west bank of the river, while Thorny Creek is 
on the east side. He went up the west bank to cross 
at Joseph Friel’s. As he was threading his way along 
the snow covered path, his dog came upon the trail of 
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a panther, and treed it in a lofty pine near the suinnii 
of the river ridge, about opposite Friel’s. He shot tl e 
animal, left it where it fell to be attended to later on, 
and then hurried away on his sorrowful duty, canoeing 
the river at high tide. The body of the drowned 
neighbor was found stranded on a large rock, that is 
still pointed out not very far below the mouth of the 
creek. 

When Mr Moore died, his remains were taken to the 
Duftield grave yard. His faithful wife survived him a 
few years, and then was carried to rest by his side, 
where they are now sleeping the years away, in hope 
of a blessed resurrection. May they stand in their lot 
at the end of the days. 


LEVI MOORE 

One hundred years ago, one of the most widely 
known citizens in the region now embraced by Poca¬ 
hontas and Bath counties, was Levi Moore, Senior, a 
native of Wales. He was the pioneer of Frost, and 
came to there some time previous to the Revolution, 
and was among the first to make a permanent settle¬ 
ment. The lands he settled now owned by the Gib¬ 
sons, Sharps and others. His wife was Susannah Crist 
and he first settled in Pennsylvania, where he lived 
until his family, two sons and two daughters were born 
and the older ones nearly grown. 

Hannah Moore was marrried to Robert Gay, the an¬ 
cestor of the Gay relationship, so frequently alluded to 
in these papers. 
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£*/■ ■ V *’ COKGJjBNING ABRAHAM Linear*9 hCESTRY* _ 

At _. . TIt!0 Rlicu; BY THE L IE ft*® -BLE WBBB* PH ICE, FUBLIfflED 
' ,«?» tl* POCAHONTAS TDOB. 

'' * Thl / Jaf . r is und^ to aiscuss .1* you t*. identity * 

LiMB to'. «U«-1 srendT^er. Under ordinal circumstances thie «»t 
b£ eoneidered delicate question, but so much tam has been done by 
i , 11Mrttr of books that have been published on the subject and the 
scai.dal thathes covered the nation that I a» sure that I cannot add to 
t.e sorrow of too good women. It is my sincere <14sire to place them fc 
betur ll;ht before a hundred million people, everyone of whom is 
oaeply indebted to them for the savor of the nation, Abraham Lincoln. 

? l e *jjia;. i refer to ti re Lucy Ranks and hsr daughter uiancy Hankse 

Bac: phasing year i dds nev/ luster to the name of Abr;Ji m 
Lincoln. Devoted us I have been to the neglected history of West 
/ir.jL ia, oc long at the meroy of the mercenaries among historians, 

I h , ,.,t considered Lincoln as a etudy demanding my attention any 
-irt .er thun Ms sections as a statesman v/ere responsible for the 
form .ion of the State of Y’eet Virginia, ind the movements of the 
Civil tar within this State. 

e-very drop of blood in me 1 b Confederate. I was born 
tlaci 1 • “w tout I can remember the dayu when Lincoln was not revuHfl 
-nivoremUgf either In Vie Borth or in the South. When it le rameu.be 
V ’ t .• iettyehurg epeeeh, now cone id# red the eu^erne voicing of 
v m «*» ridiculed end derided by Northern editoro, earn* idea 
*** ** total aad of whet Linen In had to endure in hie life time before 

t* —0.4 e.uer th -eght of i. ouuntrynent eet him on the hlgbeet 
U ..v^r, „, r to v . w uUJ . a , tory of v „ >orld> 

. I4r ” ‘*.lw*i(s4 b. A okliighws County, n 






my ph 

i* “• 

hintoh *W V.WIN.A 

** 2 ** 

rh ,t .a. th. county fllttd *** what we call Pacifists in this day. 

It was th. breed of fakers, Mennonites and Dunkarda. High class, 
l.v.1 headed people who had a clear^undePfltaiiding of the horrors of 
ar where the winner is also a/**s«KX. And as for the almighty 
dollar, they were experts in that game, and money was highly im- 
or tant to them. That was the country that suffered more than 
, iy qth#r county in the United States per capita, and while Lincoln 
was president and commander inchief of the army. My earliest im^ 
cessions then were from men who had suffered from the burning and 
t id raiding of the Valley of Virginia and ‘’Old Abe’* was about the 
best name that they called him. If it had not been for my father, 
who was a historian and a Confederate solder and who appreciated the 
gr.aux.es of Lincoln long before some of the men of disappointing 
mbitiona in the Kcrth I might have grown up in the belief that the 


war pr.eldest had cloven hoofs. 

* t , l ■4 * < 4» (* t \ * r* t , • .X a ‘ * >* 

Later on when we had moved from Rockingham county to 
the mountains of Vest Virginia, and I had the opportunity of 
.erlig men discuss for endless hours in conversation the history 
f i 4 Civil war, I began to aee how the existence of the Union de¬ 
pended u on the unfaltering purpose of one man, just ..e the suecsse 
o l kevlution was due to th. steadfast nature and good judgma, t 
•f 3eorg« -a. hington. 1 have com. to r gard /.b rah am Lincoln as on. of 
V . men tt «% the Lord provide, from time to time to preserve mankind 
f re see true tlur- through their own m .d passions and prejudices. 

Perhaps the moat engrossing problem ever presented to the 
f*/eh ieglel vaa t ew Lincoln the wls. man end the man without the has 
fc* afit mt eves a meet primitive school, could have bean evolved from 

t ** K * n k8***i ,u> th* .ol* representative of twe 




WM H. SAWYERS 
attoun.t at I.*w 

m.rton. WWT vmaifitA 




prolific Mill*. «»t ever showed any ability nr w o 

av .r reached an eminent poeition upon hie own merit. V there 
ever .a. a cae. of a man .ho buret hi. birth-e invidioue bar, it 


was ha. ‘ 9 

Kver s tnoe I can remember the searchers after truth who 

.elighted in unsavory subjects were divided in two schools, one 
which advanced the ***** theory that Lincoln waa the son of John 
C. Calhoun, and the other that Lincoln was the half broths' of 
Jefferson Davis. Something like forty years ago I was able to com¬ 
bat both theories for I had found out that if there ever was a 
pure and virtuous woman on the face of the earth it was Nancy Hanks 
Lincoln, the mother of Abraham Lincoln. Therefore there couldnot 
be any truth in those rumors. Never was there a more undeserved 
case of the fell work of the livid wing of scandai. 

But when it comes to the question of Lucy hanks, the 
grandmother *1 who atoned for what some might cone id** a mistake 
of her girlhood by a long life of good works as a noble 

rieti&n woman the wife of a good man, and the mother of nine 
chll.reni we have to accept the fast that Nancy Hanks was a 

4y « T |V, ( ^ thn . j 

but L rn ch~lu and we have to look to the circumstances 


tarro-ndL.g that fact. 

* p ^ '** .4 u ’ * is, r jj 

There can be little doubt that the Hanks family kmwwho 
*a» the father ,t honey hanks and there can be no doubt that 


f -‘*y r«. trded it as a secret so profound that it could not be 

hir-igaC. I believe that Abraham Lincoln knew who hi* grand- 

Teu «r « and t at hi a lipe ware tightly sealed. All th* ha 

* , ~H 

eeld at at It, t at 1 . .a baeu preserved wae that hie grandfkHi «• 

•- * n »u.u, MM W.» IV, b.M.v.u th.t .h.Uvw 
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that h. had ••« lahorno* tern hi* vumam«l grandfatlmr. Thie I* 
I." of «M .tronaaat .vid.no.a to ». that th. gentlaoan that I a® 
.bout to nan. wmo the grandfather of Abraham Lincoln. 

One of Lincoln'. great aunte, a eleter of Lucy, had 
ehiU before marriage by a man by the name of Charlce Friend. 

: Aid not suit to marry for some reason or other but the re w ffl 


n ^.reat concealment for they named the baby Dennis Friend 
Han^e and he was adopted along wit i little Nancy by Elizabeth 
Sparrow, aunt to both of them, and brought up in the nurture 
tnd admonition of the Lord. This wan the Dennis Hanks, a sort 
of fireside philosopher who was an earlier counselor of his coinsln 
•■be. Tnie Dennis hanks took, the view that he should perjure 
himself like a gentleman and prove that Nancy Hanks was named 
Nancy Sparrow and born in lawful wedlock after Lucy marrie d 
t« ether Sparrow. This he failed to aocompllsji* I suppose that 
these matters had beBt nut be discussed ns a general thing,Unit 
w^.en the fate of nations depend upon the sengex vagaries of hupian 


eln.:e there it not ing much we can do but reaffirm our f althdfac 
ead dependence in Providence, and admit that we ere helplesg 

%ad dependent mortals. 


wosuin said theuther day that what was the righted 
Uj£ ln world e uld be the wrongest thing in the vc rid 

•ader differ*.'.t sinuses tan ess. 

..inooln t pjc aft* r the Lincolns. They 
»»re ***• wungainly forme, one of my earliest reoollectl oxe 

eae r w* elan v.at was tie feet, seven lnohee tell mid 

uu <M ree 


«» H. »•«* 

,n«w" *’ *•** 

-»• «•"“"* -6- 


wri 


. . D H L S e. The name of Lee ie one 

Llnooln «. a ooonela of R* h. Lee* Xh 

.. t „. pr.ud.at to Virginia and China. Some of the re 

.« 1 «“* “* U “ " ‘ 

.^.r, tmiu, <-« —* *“"•* "• 

u......- ...««•*••• - — 

, „ „d «U — « <“ ll “- 

#n spelling however for «way back there a di.tinguiehed 
Virginia Jurist, spelled his name Leigh. It looks like there my 
he „ been an ancestor phonetically inclined, like the branch 


U.ftt were apt to spell their name Linkhorn. 

Dr. Barton of Foxboro, Massachusetts, has become 
the most famous of the biographers 0 f Lincoln, though Emil 
Ludwig is making a pass at the subject at this time and he 

to be a man of parts, capable of felicity In expression md 
discernment• est Virginia at this great intellectual feast tai.ee 
the place of the poor man at a frolic. Wo flmcthm furnished a 
tottering democracy with the immortal Nancy and you cannot laij^ 
that off. I have had many kind letters from Dr. Barton lately 

* • ^ m 

iod he vccepted cay help in the Bplrit in wh .ch it wasoffered. 


After the Hume of the Hanks had been found to be in Mineral County 
1 was able to locate the missing title papers. In that I 
fumtloned *a an attorney-at*law, rather than a historian. Zt 

ie a matter of considerable satisfaction to me that the title 
ar.a survey have passed the orltioal inspection of David C. Martin. 
I »'ti‘.ed 1- >r. hart »*s late book that he has the picture of 
the rmiaa of ab use at h a oellar as one of the possible sites 
.r v • Hameo hum*• teed. This ii to mi antiquarian ie «n 

^a'eb»i«e, <e t e pioneers on the headwaters did not have 

seller* U 1/ai. 
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, feel that the heet eviu.nc. of the of the 

oi’ati’er is to he .athered from Linooi,'. taih with 
a , fl , ri ous H> Hepndont „ 0 recorded it in hi. 

hiB la "' P ” r d hl ’ B account sh uld he .artfully considered. Herndon 

history, and is * 

Said1 ’ ..it was shout 1060 when he end I were driving in: is 
on e horse buggy to the court in Menard County, MlUinois. 

He spoke, for the first time in ay hearing, of hi. noth. d..U. 
^ on her characteristics and action in* or enusaeratl^ that 
qualities he inherited frea her. He said among other thing., 
that she was the illegitimate daughter of Lucy Hank, and a well 
hred Virginia farmer or planter, and no .auueu tliat from tU. 
last source came hie power of analysis, hie mental activity,t, . 
jahition, and all the qualities that distinguished him f® m 
the other members and descendants of the Hunk, family. Th. 
revelation, painful a. it was, called up the r colM otion of 
hie mother, and as the buggy jolted over the road, he add*d 
ruefully, "God, bleee my Mother( all that X am or ever hop. to 
be I owe to her." 

In the Virginias the world planter is never used to 
describe a f&xner in the vallsy or in tne-Mountaints. It is W" 
fined to the tobacco said cotton rogionS| and that is what wts 
meant in thle case. It is apparent that Ulnooln knew who thS 
grandfather was and that theru was a pov/e i*ul reason for not dls- 
cloeing the r>uuM, It wu uld have been fatal to his political 
life. It w .uld have invoked u storm of ridicule* Lincoln up 
to the hour of tile death was subjected to abuse and, 
terse criticism* hind words were few and far between* 
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Joeaph Hanks was a native of Richmond county a county 
in the Northern Neck where It narrow* down to the few miles that 
separata the tidal rivers, the Pttomac and the Ha pahannock. T v e 
ep; ce here is taken up largely by Richmond County and Wastmcr eland 
County, and this spot lias been the birthplace of many pr online n men 
rjicng tli era being ".’aehington, Monroe, the Leee and other prominent 


person ages. 

Hanks signed by mark. He married Ann Lee. He was in 
the Fairfax grant and decided to go to the extreme western pa*t of 
t;e Fairfax lands. This was about 1782, as fixed by Barton, from 
certain records that he examined in Richmond county. The way 
Rt that time lay by Alexandria by Leesburg, through Snickers Gap of 
tne Blue Ridge, and by ‘.inches ter and Romney to Patterson Creek. 

Fairfax had set aside as manor lands GOGO acres of 
t e bottoms along Patterson Creek but there was good land to be 
taken up outside the reservation. 


When he moved he had nine children, five boys artl 
rou: lrl* and all must have been with him al they were 11* .d 

In the census of 1782 as living In Hampohire County. 

Bstchii.y back towards the Allegheny Front wee Mikes 
. .re#., b.ut ton miles long. In this neighborhood, Hoiks 
" asorg. t.rry wh0 kttd H.' looksd at a oholc. 

r*- I ho.low ,:i til* hills on the head drains of Mikas kun 
*’ “ KUr ,i * rt *“ n had bought of Fairfax In 1781. Hartman l«d 




-sshingtofi County, Maryland, bsyong the dangw of 

h * a i,n »"ry . tltl. bond for the tree*. 


fU B16 sorea and just filled the little hollow. It h*d lla* 

6to as t0 insure its fertility. There were euc-ar trees. Qotd 
epri’^Pi shelter from the storms* Protection from the Indiana. 

It a d even a good deer lick. Terry agreed with II® ke thrt tha 
latter should h^ve the northern end. The t met was ecmethiiK 
o ver a mile broad and lay parallel with the mountain r rmges. hanke 
built his home here. Barton says that Har.^s m%y h ve come in 
the latter part of the year 1782. That is not at ill probrble. 
Whoever heard of a Bettier like Hanka who had no money comiig 
to the mountains in the fall of the year. It would be ae un¬ 
natural uo for geese to fly north at that time. It wan Jbcafai 
absolutely nacc onry t o mine enough corn to see the fanily 
through the winery And when it is proven that Hanks wintered 
there with nine children, we know full well that he raised a 
patch uf corn by hand the 8iu.ui.er of 1782* 

H* muethave been there two years. Prom the spring 
of 17Sb to the spring of 1784, He had improved the land by 
cA.*aring and building a houne of one room which had no floor, 
no window and not much a chimney. 

Hanks was a good citizen and a typical pioneer no 
doubt. There was a strong religious str *ak in the fcreed. i 
lice to quote that veroe about the pioneer families and how 
trained t sir youths i "He raised them rought, but he 
r*i*e4 then well, when thuir feet took hold of the paths of 

h * Ai * *** rUUa «**■ full of the wrath of Qod and tamed their 

^ide* «ith an old ramrod." #■- ivn' 

To u»i® household earns trouble and di ana tar. Their 



.*«* *T 

,o* 
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fi * W*t.r, Lucy, unmarri.d, found to be pregbaut. Th* 

, it th . houe.hold on th. move. Hante «aa poor. He mar^.d to 
f|lM .pout a hundred dollars from a money lender by givinga 

lien on hi* land, it doee not state that this vn . goH. ‘ny- 
tM.-tJ hut that. And considering the state of the national 
„.j 5 .,t« currency it must have been a pitiful sum. Hardly 
tn jyh to flat- » bread wagon in this day and time. But onit 
y, t f uUly turned their faces to the setting Bun und their place 


r them no more* 

It we.© only by real work that Barton was able to 
lx -te then from year to year from the Atlantic coast to the 
western part of Kentucky. 'nd there ie an hiatus in hie reard 
TrM 1784 to 1787. It would be well for search to be m^de to 

V 

t.\ : r scor a of tloriongalia .nd Ohio counties} West Virginia, 

;.l t <* .rijinal counties of the Virginia part of Pennsylvania,} 
for it is acre than likely that the Hanks raised com for a 
season or two n the waters of the atwwwga Monongahela* The year 
17&4 w, s a specifically dangerous year for immigrants to flo^t 
down t • CMo, and I hardly think it possible that they got 
V-roa^hthe Indian lines that year* 

Hanks died inhentuoky nine years s.fter leaving HVm 
y.AA rich \ substantial farmer. Ke me tions every chill 
te » » i: v# vill and leaves each something, except no mention 
it »■ 4s tf his dautf ter, Lucy* Conjecture Is th t Lucy has 
^1* pT o * 1 4s 4 rer tn worldly goods. Conjecture Is th* 
h«s ;T<»ej,<rr«4 s«se«4 lngly in the is any* are between 17o4 
• i -t *YWh. W ki t» th* aipUentlont The Virginia plant** 

® *•* -sky Mea Ussy h w s few more troubled jeers# 
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but by 1790 she has agreed to marry Henry Sparrow and she writ e 

letter to the clerk say las that she is of age and for hix: to 
issue a Lie one for her and Henry sparrow. Lucy had one error 
marled against her in a way on November 24, 1790, when u grand - 
jury of hes returned an indictment against her for foroic lion. 
Scribes and Pharisees I Henry Sparrow comes ii*to court and 


executes a marrl .ge bond that he will a^rry Lucy and th« fornication 


case is throws out of court. Lincoln’s mother died who;, he i a 
small boy but his grandmother, Lucy lived until Lincoln % as 
a m .n grown, and Lincoln was a serious, deep, and discerning man* 
Does anyone believe that he did not know fcho his grandfather was? 

The clue we have is that Lucy Hanks was betrayed in 

T ™ 

the year 1783, inHampeh ire c ounty. The question natur lly irises 
from the known facts whether there was any Virginia pl;jit a* 
tunning loose in that county during the sumiae of 1783? It *p - 
peare th t there was* That he was rich, and powerful, of n 
ama-.in:» personal perfection, in the dangerous fifties, devoted to 
hunting and to woods life, and who had been borned and raised 
with Joseph Hanks. Hanks being about seven years older t.’ en th 
the planter. History places this planter in that Eastern 
l-ejifaaadle the euimuer of 1783. In fact he h^d a eiuiuuer home there. 
I atpprtieular year he wae the employer of and the financial 
m to<u * who was trying to bu.. * d a boat thatwould float 
without sails or u&ri* 


T)i«t is the fatal opportunity. The sunnier of the nect 
/* - •• Mtu. imagine that some planter coming back tohie sum. m* 

* flndii^; a deserted cabin In the woods and the Hale 
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,, lv in .*Ue. Th. neighbor. tail hla prhnp. that Luay ted bM 

rui».d and th. ft»ily to hid. th.ir .>■*». hav. son. to K^tuohy. 
than th. plantar got. up an expedition to Kentucky under th. pl»* 
of looking aft.P hi. rani ..tat. h iding, on th. Ohio Rlv<r . Hi.- 
tory t«i« Bays thotefter setting to th. navigable waters of th 
th. Ohio h. finds tli. Indian. are op and that it would not b. 

«af. to d.eo.nt th. river in a boat. h. »P«‘d. sob. week, .roind 
the headwaters of th. Monongahelu River and return.. One night 
ha sit* undrr a tree all night in the mine 

The Ji aeph hanks family in its migration traveled 
fr.« the coast to near the Hisalesippi Hiver. They went froafc 
the banka of the Rappahannock to the headwaters of twe Potomae 
and f ran there to Rough Creek or Roa^ Hiver e it is now c Ale d 
■ branch of the Green Hiver in Kentucky* The pi nter had Unds 
in each of the regions, It i* significant that the oiuy lhd 
that he owned lr, Kentucky w .s in the pennyroyal on hough creek 
where he h d seven thousand acres* 

Breed is stronger than p sture. Ko proof has been 
adduced that would be accepted after a plea in bar* But stIIL 
it eeeme to me that we know the mane We sense it as it were • 
Perhaps I had better not be moi\» definite concern ug u men who 

" u first i n war^ first in penoe and first in the hearts oA 
hie countrymen t.e 

<k>d aovoe In a myeterl. ue way .ad the people of the 

Unlu-i ateUa eh ,uld never oeaee to be grateful for Oea-ge 

«shia4VoB t s moy Hanks, and Abrahaa Liaeola, and the time will 

*" wifc * tt *esey KaitKe will rank in fame with Hlriew and Joam 
Cff ire. 
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The writer in closing this paper would gratefully re¬ 
cognize the assistance of David J. Cochran, that was 
so helpful in collecting the particulars, and so cheer¬ 
fully given by him, although suffering at the time se¬ 
verely from rheumatic and other troubles, that seemed 
to be wearing his useful life away. 


ABRAM BURNER. 

Abram Burner, the progenitor of the Burner rela¬ 
tionship in our county, was from the lower Valley, 
probably Shenandoah Countyr Soon after his mar¬ 
riage with Mary Hull; of Highland County, he settled 
on the Upper Tract, early in the century. Their child¬ 
ren were Mary, Elizabeth, George, Jacob, Adam, 
Henry, and Daniel. 

Mary Burner became Mrs George Grimes and lived 
near Mount Zion, in the Hills. 

Elizabeth Burner was married to Hon John Grimes, 
and lived in the Little Levels on the lands now owned 
by the county for an infirmary. 

Jacob Burner married Keziah Stump, and settled in 
the western part of the State. 

Adam burner married Margaret Gillespie, one of 
Jacob Gillespie’s nine daughters at Greenbank, and 
settled in upper Pocahontas. 

Daniel Burner married Jennie Gillespie, sister to 
Margaret. Daniel Burner was drowned near Peter 
Yeager’s in a deep eddy, during harvest, and left one 
son, Joshua Burner. 

Henry Burner met his death by drowning in the 
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east fork of Greenbrier. 

George Burner, eldest son of Abram the pioneer, 
after his marriage with Sally, daughter of Andrew 
Warwick, settled on part of the Burner homestead 
where the road crosses the east prong of the Green- 
brier. Their children were Andrew, Enoch, Allen, 
Lafayette, Lee, Charles, Nancy, who became Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Wooddell; and Isabella, now Mrs Lanty Slaven. 

Enoch Burner married Rachel Ann Tall man, and 
settled in Missouri. 

Lafayette Burner first married Nannie Wooddell and * 
lived on the uppar Greenbrier. Second marriage with 
Caroline Gum. 

Lee Burner married Rebecca Gum, daughter of Wil¬ 
liam Gum and a sister to Caroline just named, and liv¬ 
ed on the Upper Tract. 

Allen Burner first married Elizabeth Brice, daughter 
of James A. Price, of Marlins Bottom, and settled at 
Green bank. George Burner, of Minneapolis, is her 
son. Allen Burner's second marriage was with Vir¬ 
ginia Clark, of Parnassus, Augusta County, and he 
now resides at Cass. Lula and Emma Burner, well 
known teachers are her daughters. 

Charles Burner married Elizabeth Beard of Green- 
bank, and lived on the Burner homestead. 

Hon. George Burner was a prominent citizen from 
the organization of the county. As noticed elsewhere 
he was one of the first members of the county court. 
He represented the county several terms in the Vir¬ 
ginia Legislature, and was a Jacksonian Democrat in 
his political proclivities, and strange to say one of the 
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original Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devo¬ 
tion to State rights had become. 

His second marriage was with Margaret Poage, 
daughter of George W. Poage, of the Little Levels. 


ANDREW WARWICK, 

One of the best known names in our pionee. annais 
was that of the Warwicks. John Warwick; the ances¬ 
tor of the Greenbank branch of the connexion, was of 
English descent. It is believed he came to upper Po¬ 
cahontas previously to the Revolution, and opened up 
a settlement on Deer Creek, at the place now in the 
possession of Peter H. Warwick and John R. War¬ 
wick. Mrs Warwick, whose given name can not be 
certainly recalled, was a member of the Martin family 
in the Valley of Virginia. 

John Warwick seems to have been a person of great 
enterprise, and braved the dangers of pioneer life with 
more than ordinary courage and devotion to duty. He 
had a fort raised upon his premises, to which himself 
and neighbors would resort when threatened by Indian 
incursions or raids Being so near to Clover Lick, 
whose facilities for hunting and fishing were so much 
prized by the Indians, its erection seems to have been 
very exasperating to them, and were very troublesome 
to the settlers living in reach of the Warwick fort. 

The only Indian Major Jacob Warwick was ever 
certain of killing was shot from a tree not far from 
this fort. The warrior had climbed the tree to recoil- 
oitre the fort, and it is more than probable that the 
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A few months after this perilous adventure John 
Yeager died, December, 1861, aged 48 years. When 
the battle of Alleghany was fought in that same month 
the balls seemed to fall like hail upon the roof, but 
none of the inmates were touched. 


ABRAM DUFFIELD, 

The first cottage prayer meeting the writer remem¬ 
bers was at the home of Abrarn Dufiield. Early one 
Sabbath in May, the writer’s parents with their four 
children came to the Dufiield home to attend the meet¬ 
ing that had been announced. No one had yet arrived 
when we reached the place. Upon entering the porch 
voices were heard within as if persons were engaged in 
reading or prayer. Standing by the door and listen¬ 
ing we found that it was the venerable Abram Dufiield 
reading to his invalid wife the account given by Saint 
Mathew of our Redeemer's temptation in the wilder¬ 
ness. He was reading , at the moment where it is 
written: “He shall give His angels charge concerning 
thee and in their hands shall they bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.” Then 
she remarked: “Oh, that is so good; how encouraging 
it is for poor me.” Finally the venerable man resum¬ 
ed and then prayed after reading. “Then the Devil 
leaveth him, and behold angels came and ministered 
unto him. Then agaiu the same one observed: “Oh, 
how good to hear that our Lord gained the victory. 
How safe it makes one feel to have him for our Saviour 
who is so loved by the angels.” There seemed to be 
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mutual rejoicing over the Redeemer's victory, and if 
the benefits of this victory had been for these two old 
people alone, their satisfaction could not have been, 
seemingly, more real. When silence intervened we 
knocked at the door and were told to come in. There 
were the two old people, and no one else, in the room. 
It was not long, however, before quite a number as¬ 
sembled, and the cottage prayer meeting was quite a 
spirited one- 

Abram Duffield is believed to have come from the 
lower Valley, during the Revolution or soon after, and 
at the time referred to was living on the farm now oc¬ 
cupied by Newton Duffield. The venerable Mrs Drif¬ 
field was Hannah Moore, daughter of Moses Moore, 
the well known pioneer. 

From Mrs Catherine Kellison, on the Dry Branch of 
Swago, we gathered the following particulars. 

Andrew Duffield was the eldest son of Abram Dull 
field’s family.* He married Jane Moore, daughter of 
Robert Moore, Senior. In reference to Andrew Duf¬ 
field’s family, we learn that Robert M. Duffield lives 
in Jackson County, West Virginia. William Duffield, 
a Union soldier, died during the war at the home of 
Jacob Waugh in Barbour County. Andrew Duffield, 
Junior, died of fever at the age of sixteen years. Re¬ 
becca Jane Duffield is now deceased. Eliza Duffield 
became the wife of Captain Walton Allen of Clover 
Creek, who was a well known scout in the late war be¬ 
tween the States. Catherine Duffield was married to 
Clark Kellison, near Buckeye, a Union soldier under 
Sheridan. He was also on detached service on the 
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western plains after the war in the U. S. Cavalry. He 
received his discharge just in time to escape the Custer 
massacre. 

John Duffield, son of Abram, the pioneer, married 
Rebecca Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, Senior. Mr 
Duffield settled at the Mill property on Stony Creek, 
but his later years were spent on the farm where his 

father Abram had lived and died. His sons were 
Hamilton, Wesley, Newton—who lives on the old 
homestead;—Emory, and McKendree in Colorado. 
Andrew, a bright and beautiful little boy, the pet and 
pride of the household, was at play on the porch. His 
mother was busily sewing just inside the door, not six 
feet away. Wondering what was keeping Andrew so 
quiet, she turned to the door and found him dead— 
strangled by the crupper of her saddle. The shock was 
such that she never fully recovered from the effects, 
though she lived for more than fifty years afterwards. 

Sarah Jane Duffield became the wife of Joseph 
Moore, son of the late Addison Moore. 

Nancy Ellen Duffield was married to the late Mar- 
cellus Ratliff, and now lives on a portion of the old 
homestead near Green hill school house. 

William Duffield, son of Abram and Hannah Duf¬ 
field, married Hannah Brock, daughter of Thomas 
Brock. He settled near the Sulphur Spring. The 
property is at present occupied by William Gay, whose 
wife, Martha Gay, is a daughter of William Duffield. 
Mr Gay was a Union soldier, and had remarkable ad¬ 
ventures while escaping from the army below Rich¬ 
mond, and making his way with five or six others 
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through East Virginia, the Valiev, the mountains of 
Bath and Pocahontas back to Stony Creek, 

Caroline Duffield was married to George Auldridge. 
They are living in Iowa, having the comforts of a 
prosperous home. 

Hannah Duffield was married to David Cochran and 

lives at the end of Droop Mountain. 

One of William Duffield’s daughters died in early 
youth of what was called the “cold plague , 11 but judg¬ 
ing from reported symptoms it would be called now 
“congestive chills/ 1 

This hard working man, William Duffield, finally 
met his death by a tree falling upon him which he was 
chopping for browse. TIiq snow was quite deep, and 
when the family became uneasy that he did not come 
to dinner, Rebecca, the eldest of the family, went to 
see what was the reason. She found him dead under 
the tree, buried in the snow. She told what had hap 
pened, and other members sf the family hastened to 
the neighboring homes for assistance. Rebecca went 
back and chopped the large tree in two, and had the 
log rolled away before any one had time to get there, 
and was holding her poor dead father's head in her 
arms. Rebecca now resides in Kansas, and is report¬ 
ed to be living in very comfortable circumstances. 

Mary Duffield became the wife of Alexander Moore 
and went to the west. 

The writer cherishes very tender recollections of 
John Duffield, the honest and faithful miller, whom he 
met so frequently at mill when a mere youth. A few 
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months before the venerable man’s death we met after 
a separation of more than thirty years. It was at a 
sacramental service, and daring the recess we met and 
conversed for some time. He feelingly expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to meet once more in this life. 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venerable friend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 
salvation. 


WILLIAM WANLESS. 

For more than a hundred years the Wanless name 
has been a familiar one in our region of country. Ac¬ 
cording to tradition vaguely entertained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin¬ 
ia and settled on the Wanless place, near Mount Tabor 
school house, in the “Hills,” live miles north of Hun¬ 
tersville. One of Ralph’s sons was William Wanless, 
who married Nancy Wilson, from near Fort Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of the wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al¬ 
leghany, and were the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters were Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 
Martha, Nancy Ann, Margaret who died aged 7 years, 
Mary died aged 15 years, Melinda who was drowned 
when a young woman in Leatherbark Creek, and Ma¬ 
tilda. The sons were James, Andrew, Nelson, Ralph, 
Allen, and two unnamed who died in infancy. 

Rachel, the eldest daughter, married the late John 
Logan, and settled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
in Barbour County, and finally located on Alleghany. 
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Then while scouting in the mountains toward Gauley 
he was thrice aroused by alarming dreams, and when 
tiie morning dawned he discovered that an Indian had 
tried three times to steal upon him and kill him while 
he was asleep. 

There is also a tradition that a detachment of In¬ 
dians were in ambush for several days near Mr Hill’s 
home on Hill’s Creek, for the special object of captur¬ 
ing or killing him, as they had come to feel there 
would be little or no use to raid this region while he 
was alive or at large- They had taken np the idea 
that the owner of such a nice house would dress much 
better than anybody else, and would not work with his 
own hands. They saw men at work in reach of their 
guns, but none of them dressed to suit their ideas as 
to how Mr Hill would be attired. It so turned out that 
Mr Hill was one of the hands, and it was his workday 
dress that beguiled the Indians and prevented his being 
shot at or captured. 

Richard Hill was one of nature's noblemen, who re¬ 
lied more on pure, genuine character than mere super¬ 
ficial appearances, and therein lay the secret of his 
safety and success. A pure character and a genteel 
appearance make a lovely sight, but a genteel exterior 
and an impure character make a nuisance that is sim¬ 
ply unendurable to all except human John (’rows or 
vultures. 


ADAM ARBOGAST, 

The Arbogast relationship is identified to a marked 
degree with the history of our Pocahontas people, and 
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justly claims recognition in these short and simple an¬ 
nals. So far as known, the original progenitor of the 

Arbogasts in Pendleton and Pocahontas was Michael 

Arbogast, who must have been one of the original 
pioneers of what is now Highland County, in ‘Indian 

Times. He settled there some time previous to 1758. 
Fort Seybert on South Branch, about twelve miles 
northeast of Franklin, was the chief place of refuge for 
all the pioneers in that section when there was danger 
of being pillaged, slain, or carried into captivity by 
raiding parties of Indians, led for the most part by 
Killbuck. Captain Seybert is reported to have made 
the remark, when his fort was taken in 1758, that if 
the Arbogasts had been there he could have held the 
place in spite of the Indians. 

Michael Arbogast had seven sons: Adam, George, 
Henry, John, Michael, David, and Peter,—the two 
last named were twins. The sons, excepting John, 
were all very powerful and stalwart in their physique, 
and were often more than two hundred pounds in 
weight. 

Adam Arbogast married Margaret (Peggy) Hull, 
daughter of Adam Hull, near Hevener’s Store in what 
is now Highland County, Ya. They came to the head 
of the Greenbrier, near Travellers Repose, in 1796, 
and settled on the place now occupied by Paul McNeel 
Yeager. Here he built up a home in the primitive 
forest, and reared his family. His sons were Benja¬ 
min, William, Adam, and Jacob. The daughters 
were Susan, Elizabeth, Mary, Barbara, and Catherine. 
Barbara and Catherine died in youth. In reference to 
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the sons, another paper was prepared, illustrating the 
history of Benjamin Arbogast's family, whose sons 
were Solomon, Henry, Adam, John, and Benjamin, 
Jr., the distinguished teacher and pulpit orator. In 
that paper there are some omissions that are supplied 
here: 

Margaret, daughter of Benjamin Arbogast, Sr., be¬ 
came Mrs John Yeager, late of Alleghany Mountain, 
of whose family fuller particulars may be looked for in 
the Yeager Sketches. 

Mary (Polly) married Hamilton Stalnaker and lived 
in Randolph. 

Another daughter of Benjamin Arbogast became 
Mrs Henry Wade on Back Creek. In rerererice to her 
family the following particulars are in hand: 

Benjamin Wade was a physician and settled in Mis¬ 
souri. 

John Wade was also a physician and lives at Burns¬ 
ville, Braxton County, where Wilson Wade also lives. 

Madora Wade, now Mrs Gawyne Hamilton, lives in 
Braxton. 

Naomi Wade married Joseph Gillespie, and also 
lives in Braxton. 

Harriet Wade became the second wife of William 
Cooper, near Green.Bank. 

Delilah Wade became Mrs Joseph Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. In reference to her children are these 
particulars: 

Clark Wooddell lives in Renick's Valley. 

Preston Wooddell, a gallant Confederate soldier, 
was slain in the battle of Winchester. 
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Warwick Wooddell was killed at the battle of Cold 
Harbor. Aaron Wooddell was also a Con rederate sol- 
dier. 

John Arbogast, a son of Benjamin Arbogast, Sr., 
was killed near Glade hill by a falling tree. Joel Ar¬ 
bogast, his son, is a prosperous farmer in Kansas. 

William Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, married 
Jane Tallman and lived at Green Bank. Frequent and 
fuller references to him and his family appear in other 

papers. 

Jacob Hull Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, married 
Elizabeth Wiison Bright, of Highlrnd, and settled on 
the West Branch of the Upper Greenbrier, on the 
place now in possession of Colonel J. T. McGraw. 
His family consisted of four sons aiid three daughters. 

Margaret became Mrs Levi H. Campbell, and lives 
in Elkins. 

Eliza Jane is Mrs Adam Shuey’ and lives at Fishcr- 
ville, Augusta County. 

Harriet Elizabeth is now Mrs B. M. Yeager at Mar- 
linton. B. M. Yeager is a widely known citizen of 
our county as aland agent, railway promoter and man¬ 
ager for the Pocahontas Development Company. 

Paul McNeel Arbogast married Amanda Bucher, 
and lives on the Greenbrier not far from the homestead 

Jacob Lee Arbogast married Otey Riley, and at the 
time of his recent decease was a merchant at Travellers 
Repose. 

William Barton Arbogast lives at Travellers Repore. 

Jacob H. Arbogact was a man of very interesting 
personality. He was of untiring energy, and in his 
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time was an extensive dealer in wild land. His name 
frequently appears in the court records a party to some 
of the most important and warmly contested land liti¬ 
gation that ever transpired at the Pocahontas bar. He 
was an ardent supporter of the Confederate cause, and 
saw service in the home guards. In the beginning of 
the war, a few days after the repulse of Pegram on 
Rich Mountain, in 1861 he refugeed with his family to 
the East and spent most of the war times in Augusta 
County. He carried but little with him, and so lost 
his household effects and live stock along with his 
dwelling. * In 1865 he returned and began life afresh 
at the old Greenbrier homestead. But few places in 
West Virginia were more completely desolated than the 
head of Greenbrier by the ravages of war. 

Adam Arbogast, Jr., of Adam, the pioneer, first 
married Rachel Gregg, or Zebulon Gregg, and settled 
near the homestead. There was one son by this mar¬ 
riage, Napoleon Bonaparte.' The second marriage was 
with Sarah McDaniel. In reference to the children of 
the second marriage the following particulars are given: 

Huldah married Paul McNeel Yeager, and lives at 
Travelers Repose. 

Eliza Arbogast became Mrs Frank McElwee and 
lives at Elkins. 

Alice Arbogast married Early Snyder and lives in 
Crabbottom. 

Rrchel became Mrs C. C. Arbogast and lives near 

Arbovale. 

Ella is now Mrs Benjamin Fleisher and lives in 
Highland. 


le 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


127 


Ada died in youth. 

The son Peter D. Arbogast married Hodie Burner, 
lived awhile at Arbovale, was a Justice of the Peace: 
lie lately resigned and is now studying medicine at the 

University of Virginia. 

Adam Arbogast, the pioneer, lived to be nearly one 
hundred years old. e recovered his second sight and 
for years had no need of eye-glasses. Coming to this 
region early as he did, and having grown up in the 
period of Indian troubles, he had many thrilling ad¬ 
ventures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 
a panther in an immonse hemlock tree for which the 
upper Greenbrier is so celebrated. He called on John 
Yeager, his nearest neighbor, for assistance in captur¬ 
ing the dangerous animal, one of the largest of its kind- 
John Ye age r was a famous and fearless climber of 
forest trees. A torch was procured and he began to 
climb, holding it in one hand. When he had located 
the panther, he laid the torch on two limbs, descended 
the tree until ne could reach the rifle that Mr Arbogast 
had loaded and primed for him. He thereupon re¬ 
turned to his torch and by its light shot and killed his 
game. 

Upon one occasion the pioneer had arranged for a 
bear hunt on Burner's Mountain. When reaching the 
point designated, he was disappointed in not meeting 
his hunter friends. He killed a bear however, and as 
it was growing late and there were signs of a coming 
storm, he went into shelter, and soon a hurricane oc¬ 
curred. The next morning he sound there was not a 
standing tree anywhere near; the dog was gone, the 
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